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COMMODITY PRICES

COMPANY UPDATES

Grower FOB Farm Gate Organic Grain

Commodity Price Range Average Change Prior Year

Yellow Corn 7.60 - 9.50 8.18 0.10 9.49

Soybeans 18.80 - 20.00 19.63 1.66 18.62

Grower Delivered Elevator/Warehouse Organic

Commodity Price Range Average Change Prior Year

Yellow Corn 8.00 - 8.75 8.41 -0.10 9.44

Soybeans 18.50 - 20.25 19.37 0.25 18.83

Kalona SuperNatural to Exhibit at EXPO West in Anaheim, CA
EXPO West is the the largest natural products trade show in the world. It is 
held annually in Anaheim, California. This year the Kalona Organics team 
will be featuring the 100% grass-fed kefir at their booth in the Fresh Ideas 
Organic Marketplace. 

EXPO West attracts key retailers, distributors, brokers, and manufacturers. 
The Kalona Organics team will be leveraging the booth to meet with retail 
buyers, increase brand awareness, and expand our kefir distribution. 

Requesting More Grass Milk
No deductions on pay, and the average pay is $30/cwt. We will pay for the first inspection.
Call Phil Forbes at 319-430-1942 if interested.

Welcome Kalona Organic Sales Team Member, Brandi!

The Kalona Organics team has added a new sales representative, Brandi 
Fjelstul! Brandi started with the company mid-January and will be 
supporting several Midwest retail accounts. 



‘Soy Milk’ or ‘Soy Drink’? Kentucky Bill Aims to Limit Definition of ‘Milk’ to Boost Dairy Industry
BY Kyeland Jackson

Lawmakers say a bill proposing to narrow the 
definition of milk will help Kentucky’s struggling 
dairy industry.

The bill, sponsored by Republican Senator Matt 
Castlen, defines milk as “lacteal secretion” from 
hooved mammals including cows, horses, goats
and reindeer. It bans labeling products as milk 
that do not meet the new definition. Castlen said 
the bill will help both the industry and consumers.

“It’s so important that we do everything we can to 
help [dairy farms], because it doesn’t matter if 
you’re rich or poor, Democrat or Republican, we all 
come to the table and we eat,” Castlen said. “But 
this bill, more importantly than even that, is letting 
the consumer know what’s in the product that 
they’re consuming.”

The bill would effectively ban any soy milk marketed by that name. Kentucky Soybean Board and Association 
Spokesperson Rae Wagoner said state soybean farmers are fully supportive of the dairy industry and animal 
agriculture.

“We are also glad that non-dairy alternatives (such as those made from soy) are available as an alternative for those 
who may be lactose intolerant and cannot enjoy milk,” Wagoner said in a statement. 

Dairy farms both in Kentucky and across the nation have struggled in recent years due to a drop in milk prices and 
rising production costs. The situation is so dreary that the nation’s largest dairy producer filed for bankruptcy late last 
year and at least one co-op attached suicide prevention information with farmers’ milk checks.

Dairy farmer Carl Chaney said times are hard, but he is unsure if lawmakers can fix things. Chaney’s family owns 
Chaney’s Dairy Barn in Bowling Green, Kentucky; he said they avoided financial disaster by opening an ice cream 
store 16 years ago and charging for tours. Chaney said he has high hopes for the industry and that milk prices are 
starting to rebound, but his fellow farmers still struggle. 

“It’s hard. We’re selling milk today for the same price we sold milk 30 years ago,” Chaney said. “I’d like to see 
automobile manufacturers build cars today and sell those cars for what they were selling them for 30 years ago … 
how long would they stay in business?”

Castlen’s dairy bill was introduced days after Kentucky’s legislative session started. It has not moved since it was 
assigned to the Senate Agriculture committee on January 13.
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