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COMMODITY PRICES

COMPANY UPDATES
Cheese Kits to Cross Promote Milk & Cream Sales 
During Holiday Season
Kalona SuperNatural has partnered with Urban Cheesecraft to create fresh 
cheesemaking kits! These kits make it simple for consumers to create fresh 
Burrata, Mascarpone, Mozzarella, and Ricotta cheese as home. Each kit makes 
eight 1 ½ – 2 lbs. batches, and includes easy instructions & tips, rennet tablets, 
citric acid, flake salt and a coupon for Kalona SuperNatural milk or cream.

These make great gift items and our sales team is busy presenting these kits to 
retailers for the 2019 holiday season. These kits are a great way for us to cross 
promote the use of Kalona SuperNatural milk and whipping cream.

Want a cheese kit? They are for sale at Kalona Creamery or the Frytown warehouse! 

Capitalizing on the Keto Diet
The keto diet is a big trend among Kalona SuperNatural consumers. Why? This 
lifestyle focuses on full-fat products while cutting carbs and sugar. Decreasing 
carbs and increasing fat allows the body to produces ketones in the liver to help 
boost energy and burn fat.

To capitalize on this trend, we are partnering with keto influencers, creating 
recipes, and writing blogs to share with our consumers. This trend isn’t going 
anywhere and we expect to see continued growth in the butter and cream 
categories. 

Grower FOB Farm Gate Organic Grain

Commodity Price Range Average Change Prior Year

Yellow Corn 8.45 - 10.10 8.80 -0.03 1.00

Soybeans 18.00 - 19.00 18.70 -0.06 19.46

Grower Delivered Elevator/Warehouse Organic

Commodity Price Range Average Change Prior Year

Yellow Corn 8.50 - 10.75 9.05 -0.44 10.74

Soybeans N/A N/A N/A 19.26

"You're my favorite dairy brand because you go the extra mile to make sure the Cows are treated with respect and a 
good life. You work with the farmers to help them deal with soil erosion and help them regenerate our soils in the 
process. Good soil makes great milk." ~Robert

Consumer Testimonial



Keeping Kelp in Front of Cows on Grass
Story Courtesy of Brittany Olson of NODPA NEWS

In another installment of Penn State Extension’s Dairy Grazing Management Guide webinar 
series, University of New Hampshire professor, extension educator and veterinarian Andre 
Brito discussed the growing popularity of supplementing kelp to cows in pasture-based 
systems, both organic and conventional.

Brito, who has been on the UNH faculty since 2009, conducts research at the UNH Burley-
Demeritt Organic Dairy Research Farm. 

Why Kelp?

Kelp is a species of brown seaweed that is rich in minerals, especially iodine. It also contains a plethora of other nutrients such as vitamins, 
polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFA), polyphenols and bioactive peptides. 
Kelp is also loaded with phlorotannin, a compound similar to terrestrial tannins found in legumes that affects carbohydrate and protein 
utilization in addition to inhibiting the growth of bacteria.
Kelp also helps pastured cattle meet their daily nutritional requirements that may not always be met by grass and legumes. While pasture 
forages are higher in crude protein content, kelp is far richer in calcium, magnesium, potassium and sulfur than straight pasture, on top of 
being a solid source of iodine.
“Kelp also has high concentrations of antioxidants such as beta carotene and fucoxanthin, which may improve animal health as well,” Brito 
said.
Brito cited data showing 59 percent of organic dairy farmers in New England fed kelp to their cattle, along with 49 percent of organic 
dairymen in Wisconsin and 83 percent of Minnesota organic dairymen.
According to a 2015 study, organic dairy farmers in the Northeast fed kelp for improvements in body condition score and overall animal 
appearance. Kelp is also shown to decrease somatic cell count, reproductive issues and cases of pinkeye in addition to fly abatement during 
summer grazing.
“You can see it’s a prevalent feed in the organic sector,” Brito said “I’m not too familiar with using kelp in conventional cows, but I would 
assume that there are some conventional farms in a pasture-based [system] feeding kelp.”

According to Research

Studies conducted at the UNH Burley-Demeritt research farm investigated the effect of kelp meal supplementation on milk yield, digestibility,  
overall animal health and methane emissions during grazing season from June through October as well as winter months.
“Also, we had liked to improve our understanding of iodine metabolism in dairy cows fed kelp year-round,” Brito said.
The subjects of the study were 20 Jersey cows averaging 175 days in milk with daily production at 45 pounds per day with a mean 
bodyweight of 972 pounds. The study group received 4 ounces of kelp per day, compared to the control group that received no kelp at all, and 
received fresh pasture twice per day in addition to supplemental TMR twice per day.

Samples of feed, blood, milk, fecal matter and urine were collected monthly throughout the study, while gases were taken using the 
GreenFeed system, which uses a head chamber with grain to entice the cows, read their RFID tags and measure their methane emissions 
through gases leaving the body during belching.

From a milk production standpoint, cows eating kelp gave slightly more milk than the control group in July and September, while the control 
group was more productive in August as pasture biomass began to decrease. However, those differences were not statistically significant. No 
statistical significance was shown in any difference concerning pasture intake and dry matter intake either. (cont. on p. 3)
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Keeping Kelp in Front of Cows on Grass (cont. from  p. 2)
Story Courtesy of Brittany Olson of NODPA NEWS

The study group had lower but not statistically 
different linear somatic cell counts and higher 
blood serum cortisol levels than the control 
group throughout the experiment, as well. No 
statistically significant differences were shown 
in methane production, yield or intensity.

In short, kelp supplementation maintained or 
slightly improved fluid milk and milk solids 
production during the grazing season, and 
Brito said kelp’s impact on blood cortisol, 
somatic cell count and methane emissions 
warrant further investigation. “If we had a 
larger sample size, we may have seen a 
statistical difference, but we were only 
studying 20 cows,” Brito said.

On the other hand, cows eating kelp had 
significantly higher levels of milk iodine 
concentration compared to the control group. 
They also showed lower levels of glucosinolates, or sulfur compounds, because the sulfur bonded to iodine and passed into the milk. Both 
compounds are essential to thyroid function, which regulates hormone processes for growth and development in tandem with metabolism 
and energy regulation.

“Kelp meal supplementation effectively increases the concentration of iodine in milk. Therefore, there are concerns and opportunities 
regarding the impact of iodine in human health,” Brito said.

Final Thoughts on Feeding Kelp

While kelp meal supplementation may provide organic farmers with an additional opportunity to boost animal health, the lack of a statistical 
difference in milk production, somatic cell count and feed intake warrants further investigation. Kelp isn’t exactly cheap, either, at a cost of 
anywhere from $50 to $65 for a 50-pound bag, and when a herd of cows receives 4 ounces per head per day, one bag of kelp may not last 
very long. However, the significant improvement in milk iodine levels may have positive implications for human health and again warrants 
further investigation.

“There is a critical need for developing a comprehensive evaluation of iodine concentration in retail organic milk,” Brito said.

Brittany Olson is a dairy farmer and freelance writer from Chetek, Wisconsin. She and her husband, Sam, milk 40 registered Holsteins and 
Jerseys on their 116-year-old farm.
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